
James 3:13-18 True Wisdom ENCORE 

 

 

1) Who is the wisest person you have ever known? 

 

     a) What made him/her so wise? 

 

 

b) How do you measure wisdom? 

 

 

2) What is the secret to gaining wisdom? 

 

 

3) What does the statement “meekness of wisdom” mean? 

 

 

4) In what way is God’s wisdom is pure? 

  

 

5) How is God’s wisdom different from the world’s wisdom? 

 

 

6) How does true wisdom stand in contrast to pride? 

 

 

7) Does having a wealth of biblical knowledge equal true wisdom? 

 

 

8) In addition to envying and self-seeking, what are some other indications that a believer is functioning 

according to the wisdom of this world (v.16)? 

 

 

9) What are the results of a life that is marked and governed by God’s wisdom? 

 

 

10) How can you tell if someone is trying to teach you man’s wisdom or God’s wisdom?  

 

 

11) To what degree does worldly wisdom hold sway over your thoughts opinions and values? 

 

 

12) What is your plan for acquiring God’s wisdom? 

 

 

13) How can you develop a hunger for wisdom? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



James 4:1-12 Pride 

 

Monday v.1 What is the source of conflicts, fights and contentions? The source is your desires. Wars and fights 

come from within. James is bringing to mind those things he taught us in James 1:13-14. If the source of wars 

and fights or conflicts is your heart what then is the answer for solving those problems? 

 

 

Tuesday v.1-2 Wars and fight not only come from within but they come from a heart that is not right with God. 

Conflicts come because you have “desires for pleasure” in other words there is something you are wanting. 

James goes on to tell us that our problem is ultimately idolatry; you lust…murder…covet. Why is it that people 

think the best way to get what you want is to hurt and destroy others? 

 

 

Wednesday v.3 Today we have the third dimension of the idolatrous heart; asking God to fulfill your lustful 

desires. “Oh God gimmie what I want, and give it to me now!” James says that one reason you do not receive 

positive answers to your prayers is that your desires are not God’s desires. God will not give you the things that 

feed your idolatrous heart. The main issue in James 4:1-3 is your desires; why do you have conflicts? Your 

desires are not God’s desires, so get your heart right first then you will be able to deal with conflicts. 

 

 

Thursday v.4-7 In theses verses we find both the problem and the answer. All through the book of James he 

has been pointing out illogical inconsistencies in Christian character and calling us to repent & change. Have 

you noticed that the root of most of those sins has been pride? Today James states it clearly – God resists the 

proud. Ask yourself this question; when you are struggling or when you have conflicts in your life is the one 

thing you want worth making yourself an enemy of God? Is holding on to your pride or getting your way or 

having your side of the story heard worth it? 

 

 

Friday v.7-10 The message of this passage is not one that people want to hear today – the answer to your 

problems is repentance. Submit to God, humble yourself, lament, morn, weep, cleanse your hands – not exactly 

a fluffy feel good about yourself message is it? God’s word is sometimes hard to hear but let us of all people not 

see repentance as a bad thing! The message is this; get your heart right with God by turning to Him and He will 

lift you up! 

 

 

Saturday v.11-12 Now we are back to the “presenting problem” (the stuff that is going on in the church); 

people were sinfully using their words to hurt, war and tear each other down. Notice again the reference to 

judging; the Greek word here is krino which not only means judge but can also be used for the word condemn. 

So the attitude is a pre-judging condemnation. You could paraphrase this passage something like this – don’t 

pass a condemning judgment on each other because if you do that you have stopped being a doer of the word 

and have set yourself up as a kind of condemning judge. 


