
ENCORE  |  Judges 9: How Not to Choose a Leader 
 
 
 
1)  After the amazing victory over the Midianites, the people celebrated by inviting Gideon to be their king.  He 
refused their offer, telling them that the Lord would rule over them. 
 

a)  What request did Gideon make of them? 
 

b)  What did he do with the things the people gave him (v. 27)? 
 
c)  What were the results of this (v. 27)? 

 
 
 
2)  Gideon’s next mistake was to take “many wives” and even to father a son by a concubine.  Do you think the 
son of a concubine would be treated the same as the son of a true wife? 
 
 
 
3)  Abimelech (the bramble in Jotham’s poem—his name means “son of the king”) decided that he liked the idea 
of being king.  Judges 9:1-6 details the beginnings of his wicked plan to assume a position of political power in 
Israel.  Notice he first went to his mother’s side of the family; why do you think that is? 
 

a)  How would you describe his appeal to them in v. 2? 
 
b)  How did the people of Shechem respond (v. 3)? 

 
c)  What did Abimelech do with the money they gave him? 

 
d)  How would you describe his actions in v. 5? 

 
e)  Why would the people of Shechem pick such an evil person to be their king? 

 
 
 
4) Up to this point all of the kings or people that had oppressed Israel had come from outside Israel or were 
foreign invaders. 
 

a)  Where did Abimelech come from? 
 

b)  What does this tell us about the spiritual conditions in Israel? 
 

c)  What does this tell us about the effects of sin? 
 
 
 
5) Jotham called Abimelech a “bramble” (v. 14-15).  The bramble was a worthless thorn bush which was actually a 
menace to farmer.  Jotham’s parable compared many useful and good trees with this worthless bramble; he even 
uses the phrase “come and take shelter in my shade,” an irony since brambles were low bushes which gave 
almost no shade.  Do you see any other ironies from this account? 
 
 
 
6)  What does this account teach us about how we should choose leaders? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Looking Ahead  |  Jud. 10:17-12:15: Rising Above Your Circumstances 
 
 
 
Monday (10:1-5) We have in these verses two of what we might call “minor judges.” They were only minor in the 
sense that we do not have many details of their lives or ministries. Notice again the local nature of the judges (in 
other words they did not rule all of Israel) Tola was of Issachar and Jair was a Gileadite. Gilead was located in the 
area of Manasseh (Jephthah was also from Gilead). Notice that the land seemed to enjoy peace and prosperity 
under Jair; he had 30 sons (another polygamist) who rode on 30 donkeys. “Havoth Jair” means the villages of Jair. 
He was wealthy enough to give his 30 sons each his own village. 
- Daily Bible Reading:  Jud. 16-18; Lk. 15:11-32 

 
Tuesday (10:6-18) “Then the Children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord” why am I not surprised? 
There is definitely a recurring theme here, sin – idolatry then God’s deliverance. Notice that this time God’s 
message changes a bit; first He reminds them of who He is (as He has always done) but then He tells them 
something new; “Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen.” Now I would imagine that is exactly what 
they had already been doing. These people had been oppressed for 18 years before they cried out to the Lord. 
God had given the people what they wanted… if you want to serve other gods fine; let them deliver you! Then we 
come to verse 16 and it reminds us of the awesome mercy and grace of God “His soul could no longer endure the 
misery of Israel.” 
- Daily Bible Reading:  Jud. 19-21; Lk. 16 

 
Wednesday (11:1-3) How would you describe Jephthah’s lot in life? Even today in our permissive and relativist 
society being born of a prostitute would carry a stigma along with it. Think about how people would look down 
on Jephthah when they found out his heritage. Then add to that; his brothers treated him sinfully and basically 
threw him out of the family. He had to flee and found himself joining a band of “worthless men” living a life of 
raiding or crime. Verse 1 tells us that Jephthah was a mighty man of valor, so he was a skilled, mighty warrior. 
How might he have been tempted to react to his circumstances? A side note: Tob was on the east side of the 
Jordan, about 13 miles south-east of the Sea of Galilee. It was on the northern boundary of Perea, between Syria 
and the land of Ammon (2 Samuel 10:6-8). Its modern name is Taiyibeh. 
- Daily Bible Reading:  Ruth; Lk. 17:1-19 

 
Thursday (11:4-11) This is where the rulers of Gilead had to eat a little humble pie. Look back at Judges 10:17-
18 these leaders of Gilead had already tried to get someone “of their own” to lead the people but evidently no one 
would. We are also reminded that Jephthah was a might man of valor and that he was a leader of men (although 
worthless men). Imagine how Jephthah felt as these men came groveling to him for help. He didn’t seem to gloat 
over them but did use their distress to his advantage; “If you take me back…shall I be your head?” Their situation 
was obviously desperate; they took this “son of a harlot”, who they had once driven away, to be their ruler. 
- Daily Bible Reading:  I Sam. 1-3; Lk. 17:20-37 

 
Friday (11:12-28) This passage is Jephthah’s letter to the king of Ammon. This seems to have been a very wise 
diplomatic move or attempt by Jephthah. He basically gives the king of Ammon a history lesson. He asks some 
very pointed questions; “What do you have against me, that you come to fight against me in my land?” “The Lord 
God of Israel has disposed the Amorites…should you then posses it?” “Will you not possess whatever Chemosh 
your god gives you to possess?” “are you any better than Balak?” Verse 26 paraphrased: “we have lived here 300 
years, why did it take you so long to try to ‘take back’ the land?” Sadly the king of Ammon ignored his words. 
- Daily Bible Reading:  I Sam. 4-6; Lk. 18:1-23 

 
Saturday (11:29-40) Jephthah goes into action. This account also details his “brash oath.” Many Biblical scholars 
do not believe that Jephthah offered his only daughter as a human sacrifice.  They believe that Jephthah 
consigned her to perpetual maidenhood (virginity v.37), probably in service in the tabernacle. If you think 
otherwise ask yourself these questions: Does God accept human sacrifice? The priests would have to administer 
an acceptable sacrifice (Lev. 1:5); would a priest of God kill a child on the altar of the Lord? Jephthah would have 
had to sacrifice her on a pagan altar probably an altar of Molech, how does God feel about Molech worship or 
children passing through the fire (Lev. 18:21)? This is a problematic passage and one where I believe the main 
message can get lost in the “sacrifice” argument. The message is this; don’t try to treat God as if He is some 
pagan idol, you cannot manipulate Him. God does not need or appreciate your “oaths” (Matt. 5:34; James 5:12). 
- Daily Bible Reading:  I Sam. 7-9; Lk. 18:24-43 


