
ENCORE  |  Judges 3:1-11: Othniel: Leading by Example 
 

 

 

01)  Verse one says that the Lord had left the Canaanite nations in Israel.  How do you reconcile that with His   
       command to the Israelites that they should drive out the inhabitants of the land? 
 
 
02)  What reasons did God give for leaving the Canaanites in the land? 
 
 
03)  What is the difference between being tested and being tempted? 
 
 
04)  After breaking God’s command to “utterly destroy” the inhabitants of the land, what second command of 
       the Lord did the Children of Israel break (v. 6)? 
 
 
05)  How would this make it harder for them to follow the Lord? 
 
 
06)  What third command did this lead them to break (v. 6)? 
 

 

07)  How did they do on the test? 
 

 

08)  God “sold” the Israelites into the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim (v. 8).  Why do you think God used the word  
       “sold” to describe the transfer of the Israelites from His care to the tyranny of Israel's enemies? 
 
 
09)  Some of the Israelites might have been surprised when God delivered them into the hands of their  
       enemies.  Why shouldn't they have been surprised? 
 
10)  After God delivered Israel by Othniel, how long did the land have rest? 
 
 
11)  What does this indicate? 
 
 
12)  What happened after Othniel died (v. 12)? 
 
 
13)  What does this indicate? 
 
 
14)  The people of Othniel’s time may have assumed that because God had provided deliverance they were  
       now immune to the negative spiritual influences around them; they were not alert to the danger.  What are  
       some of the characteristics of believers who are not alert to spiritual danger?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“You don’t have convictions unless you have been tested.”  —CRAWFORD LORITTS 



Looking Ahead | Judges 3:12-31: Ehud: A Man of Vision & Action 
 

Monday (v. 12-14) “And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord.” I hope you are not easily 
wearied we are going to see this phrase again and again. Israel seemed to have a clear pattern of straying from 
their loving God; what played into this pattern or these cycles? If one generation serves the Lord but the 
second generation strays or does not know Him; what does it tell us about their parenting? How were they 
doing in teaching their children to follow the Lord? Remember God’s commands to the people of Israel during 
the time of Moses? So many of God’s over-arching “lifestyle commands” were to parents! Parents teach these 
things to your children, make these things a part of your life, live-out your faith in front of your children and 
diligently teach them. In the book of Judges we can see very clearly why we need to take the issue of training 
children very seriously. 

� Daily Bible Reading: Lev. 26-27; Mk. 11:19-33 

Tuesday (v. 15) Here we are introduced to the second Judge; Ehud. Read this thought from a modern 
commentator: “The writer of Judges makes a special point of telling us that Ehud was a left-handed 
Benjaminite (v. 15).  The Hebrew text actually says that he was "hindered in the right hand", an ironic situation 
for a man from the tribe of Benjamin which means ‘son of my right hand.’” This commentator then goes on to 
tell how God used this rather unlikely hero to save Israel. Now read Judges 20:16 “Among all this people were 
seven hundred select men who were left-handed; every one could sling a stone at a hair's breadth and not 
miss.” The word translated left-handed is the same 3 Hebrew words together they more correctly mean 
“purposely hindered in the right hand” in other words Ehud had purposely trained to use his left hand in Battle. 
How might this have helped Ehud deal with Eglon? What lesson can you learn from Ehud’s diligence? 

� Daily Bible Reading: Num. 1-2; Mk. 12:1-27 

Wednesday (v. 16) Again we find Ehud preparing for a difficult task. Think about all that would have been 
involved in making this dagger. I would say think about how hard it would have been to make your own 
dagger back then but how hard would it be to make your own dagger today? You would have to find or smelt 
your own metal, you would have to forge the blade in some way, then you would have to make a handle and 
sharpen the blade. Note also that the dagger had to be small enough as to be able to be strapped to Ehud’s 
thigh, this was a specialty weapon made for one purpose… 

� Daily Bible Reading: Num. 3-4; Mk. 12:28-44 

Thursday (v. 17- 23) Ehud puts his plan into action. Ehud had prepared himself & his weapon and now it was 
time to act. This despot king, invader would be dealt with. Think about all that is going on with Ehud in this 
passage. Think about how courageous it was for him to carry out this act. Think about how tense it might have 
been as he returned to Eglon’s palace with his “message from God.” Ehud did not falter or turn away from his 
intended purpose. What elements of Ehud’s preparation helped him to carry out this plan? When you are faced 
with a task that is frightening how can Ehud’s example help & encourage you? 

� Daily Bible Reading: Num. 5-6; Mk. 13:1-20 

Friday (v. 24-30) In the previous passage we see how Ehud had dealt with Eglon, but God wasn’t done with 
Ehud yet.   It was time for Ehud to lead Israel to another military victory. First notice how pervasive idolatry was 
(v.26) “the stone images” are mentioned so very nonchalantly. Notice also that he blew the trumpet in Ephraim. 
The Judges were more like tribal governors than national kings, each one Judged in a part of Israel. What did 
Ehud tell the people in verse 28? What does this phrase remind you of (Judges 1:2)? Through Ehud God 
delivered Israel and the land had rest for 80 years. What does “the land had rest” mean? 

� Daily Bible Reading: Num. 7-8; Mk. 13:21-37 

Saturday (v. 31) Israel's third judge, Shamgar, was likely a peasant farmer who lived during the same time as 
Ehud (Judges 4:1).  He struck down six hundred Philistines with an ox goad, a pole approximately eight feet 
long with a sharp metal point on one end for prodding animals and a blade on the other end for scraping a 
plow.  While it made a handy tool for agricultural purposes, it was a poor weapon of war.  Even though his 
opponents, the Philistines, were equipped with the latest weapons of war, God used Shamgar in a mighty way.  
Take a moment to review the first three judges of Israel; Othniel (1:12, 13; 3:9-11), Ehud (3:15-30), and 
Shamgar (v. 31).  What do you observe about these men and the God who used them? 

� Daily Bible Reading: Num. 9-11; Mk. 14:1-26 

Sunday 

� Daily Bible Reading: Num. 12-14; Mk. 14:27-53 


