
ENCORE · 20081026 · Ephesians 4:7-16: Gifts from God 

 

01)  How are these gifts characterized in verse 7? 

 

02)  Why does Paul mention Jesus ascending and descending in verses 8-10? 

 

03)  What is the primary function of a pastor according to this passage (v. 12-14)? 

 

04)  What is your responsibility in the body of Christ? 

 

05)  What is the goal for this cooperative ministry (v. 13)? 

 

06)  How should you view opportunities to serve in the church? 

 

07)  How are service opportunities often viewed by God’s people? 

 

08)  Are you currently doing the work of the ministry? 

 

09)  How can you better utilize the gifts that God has given you? 

 

10)  Verse 15 is one of the application statements in this passage; read it and answer the following: 

 

a)  What is the general command from this verse? 

 

b)  How are we to speak the truth? 

 

c)  What happens if we speak truth with no love? 

 

d)  What happens if we speak in “love” with no truth (or don’t speak)? 

 

e)  Who is this passage written to (v. 1)? 

 

f)  What is the desired result of our speaking truth? 

 

g)  How do you tend to react when someone points out sin in your life? 

 

h)  How should you respond when someone in Christ tries to speak truth into your life (v. 2, 3)? 



Looking Ahead · Week of 20081027-1101· Ephesians 4:17-32: All Things Are New 

 

Monday (v. 17) – “Walking”; we are again talking about your manner of life.  How do people change 

and grow?  Can you change and grow?  Well, Paul tells us that we should no longer walk (live) like the 

rest of the Gentiles; “no longer” indicates a change.  God’s will for you is to change and grow, He 

wants you to be conformed into the image (representation) of His Son Jesus Christ.  The last half of 

the Book of Ephesians is very practical in nature; this week as we look at these very practical 

applications, take time to examine your life and ask yourself this question:  How would God want me 

to change as a result of this teaching? 

Tuesday (v. 17-19) – There should be a marked difference between your manner of life and the 

manner of life of every other unbeliever.  Paul is again reminding us of that which Christ has already 

accomplished (he does this in the negative).  The Gentiles (unbelievers) are in darkness, alienated 

from God, ignorant, blind, unfeeling and given over to all kinds of sinful living, even seeking sin 

greedily.  But those things are not true in your life!  Are they?  Paul tells us that they should no longer 

be.  In what (sinful) ways is your life not much different from the life of the unbelievers around you? 

Wednesday (v. 17-21) – “But you have not so learned Christ…”  Living in blatant disregard for God’s 

Word and God’s will is a dangerous thing.  If you are comfortable living like an unbeliever 

(comfortable with sin), what question should it raise in your mind (v. 21)?  What does Paul say is in 

Jesus?  What “test” does John give us in 1 John 5:3?  What does Paul call every Christian in 2 

Corinthians 5:17?  If you are in Christ you are a new creation; is there anything in your life that is “left 

over” from the old nature?  Let me answer that for you:  Yes.  If that is true, what would God want you 

to do? 

Thursday (v. 22-24) – Ah ha!  This is what God wants you to do!  Grow!  Put off (do away with, cast 

away) your old sinful ways and put on (grow in) the new man.  Most of the practical applications from 

the rest of the Book of Ephesians are based on this “put off/put on” principal.  Several things are 

important to understand from this passage: 1) You grow by renewing your mind (Romans 12:1,2).  

How do you renew your mind?  By learning and applying the Word of God.  2) Putting off the sins of 

the old nature is not enough.  3) Passivity is not an option (the old man is continually growing 

corrupt).  4) Christ has already done the work—“the new man which was created.”  Understanding 

this, how do people change and grow? 

Friday (v. 25-28) – Paul gives us several practical applications at the end of chapter 4.  Most of them 

have to do with communication (we will look more closely at those next week).  Verse 28 tells us to 

“put-off” stealing.  Don’t pass this verse to quickly, notice also it gives us the “put on”:  generosity.  

Think about what Paul is saying here; instead of thinking of yourself, your desires, your wants or even 

your needs (by stealing or hording up treasure for yourself), you should be thinking of others; work 

with your hands so that you have something to give!  That is a radical change in the way people 

normally think and live.  Would you say your life (walk) is characterized by generosity? 

Saturday (v. 29-32) – “Put off” and “put on” again.  Paul uses Jesus Christ as the standard and 

measure for our growth—“just as God in Christ forgave you.”  If we would remember that one simple 

truth I can’t help but think it would radically change the way we think, speak and live.  What attributes 

should be evident in your “new man” (v. 32a)?  What continual attitude should be active in your life (v. 

32b)?  Would you say that you are a generally forgiving person?  Why or why not? 


