
ENCORE · 20080810 · Joshua 1:1-18:  Be of Good Courage 

1. What is the key phrase of Joshua 1:1-18? 

 

2. How would you define “courage?” 

 

3. Why did God stress this with Joshua? 

 

4. Moses died and Joshua was about to take his place (v. 1,2). 

 

a. What fears might Joshua have been facing? 

b. How could Joshua take courage in the face of those fears? 

c. Now consider the things that you fear today; how can you take courage? 

 

5. God made a covenant (a promise or binding contract) with Abraham in Genesis 15:18. 

 

a. How much time passed between the giving of the promise and Israel taking possession (v. 2)?  

b. Do you think anyone had “forgotten” the promise? 

c. Do you think the children of Israel (in general) doubted the promise was real? 

d. Do the promises of God ever seem “far off” to you? 

e. Who brought Israel out of Egypt (Ex. 6:6-8)? 

f. What can you do this week that will help you remember and believe the promises of God? 

 

6. Three times God admonished Joshua to “be strong and of a good courage.”  Each time God told Joshua the “why” or gave 

him assurance.  What are those assurances? 

 

a. v. 6 − 

b. v. 8 − 

c. v. 9 − 

 

7. God told Joshua that he (they—Israel) would be prosperous and have good success (v. 8), yet He tied their success to a 

condition.  What was that condition? 

 

8. Read verse 11. 

 

a. Do you think the Jordan was an easy river to cross? 

b. What was awaiting the Israelites on the other side? 

c. Do you think it might have been tempting to stay on the peaceful side? 

  

9. Read verses 12-16. 

 

a. What were the special instructions given by Joshua to the two and a half tribes already given an inheritance on this 

east side of the Jordan River? 

b. What was their response? 

 

10. Even though God has given you rest on this side of the Jordan (i.e., you are saved) you cannot sit back and enjoy past 

accomplishments.  Just as in Joshua’s day, there is work to do.  Just as in Joshua’s day, there is a war to fight.  Remember 

the words of one faithful saint:  “You never retire from serving the Lord.”  At least not this side of heaven. 

 

a. What two major attitudes might have kept the Israelites on the wrong side of the Jordan? 

b. What two major attitudes might keep you from effectively serving the Lord? 

c. What did God tell Joshua? 

d. What message do you need to listen to today? 



Looking Ahead · Week of 20080811-16 · Isaiah 40: Comfort in the Awesomeness of God 

 

 

Monday (v. 1-8) — “Comfort my people!”  Isaiah’s ministry was during a time which was not particularly comforting.  His 

message (as with most of the prophets) was one of doom and judgment; it was a message of national and individual sin, and a 

call for repentance.  Now we come to chapter 40 and the message is comfort.  Most of the prophets not only had God’s 

message of judgment but also His message of hope.  The message of hope Isaiah is talking about here is the hope of Christ.  

Verse 3 is quoted in John 1:23 talking about the preparatory ministry of John the Baptist, and verses 6-8 are quoted in James 

1:10-11 and 1 Peter 1:24-25, talking about the trustworthiness of God and the futility of trusting in man.  Take comfort today, 

Christian, for “the word of our God stands forever.” 

 

 

 

Tuesday (v. 9-11) — Verses 9-11 talk of Christ at His second coming.  God Himself will come (“Behold your God!”) and rule with 

a strong hand.  He will rule with an iron rod (Rev. 19:15).  One gets the idea that the crime rate will dramatically decrease 

during the earthly reign of Christ.  Yet also notice verse 11:  the reign of Christ will not only be the reign of an all-powerful 

Ruler but also of an all-loving Savior! 

 

 

 

Wednesday (v. 12-17) — How awesome is our God!  He could measure all the waters of the earth in the hollow of His hand.  He 

can measure the universe by holding up His thumb and little finger; He could measure the dust of the earth and weigh out the 

mountains.  The nations (yes, even the great Egyptians, or the coming Babylonians and Assyrians) are nothing but a drop in the 

bucket to God.  The great forests of Lebanon and all its animals are not even a sufficient burnt offering for this awesome God!  

Why then are there times when it is so hard to trust Him, and so easy to trust in the lesser created things? 

 

 

 

Thursday (v. 18-20) — How foolish and how futile are those who reject the living God to worship those things that are not 

gods?  Now don’t be too quick to point a finger—our idols may not look quite the same as they did in Isaiah’s day but are they 

really any different?  Isaiah says they fasten them with pegs so they won’t tip over (41:7).  How could anyone trust in something 

that can’t even stand on its own?  Like the company you work for, or money; like the country you live in or our great military 

power; or how about the ultimate idol:  yourself?  We all worship something every day; be sure today to live your life in such a 

way as to greatly glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

 

 

Friday (v. 21-31) — “Have you not known?”  After a brief interjection into the futility and foolishness of idolatry, Isaiah returns 

to his real passion:  the awesomeness of God!  And he says, “Have you not known?”  Israel should have known, they had the 

special privilege of being God’s chosen people and they had the singular privilege of being the vessel for God’s revelation to 

mankind.  But Isaiah takes us to a more basic “have you not known,” he basically says, can’t you see it in creation?  Haven’t you 

been a witness as to how God works all things together for His glory?  Take a look at history, take a look at the created world; 

who do you think did all this?  “The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth” (v. 28). 

 

 

 

Saturday (v. 31) — Those people who serve this awesome God that Isaiah has been describing to us should live in the light of 

His greatness every day!  Isaiah says they will fly like an eagle, they will run and never tire, they will walk and not grow faint; 

but how?  Isaiah says by waiting on the Lord.  The word translated “wait” here does not so much convey the quantitative aspect 

of time as much as the qualitative aspect, it is more intended to convey the idea of hope!  “Wait eagerly,” “wait hopefully,” 

“expect!”  You could say, “Those whose faith is in the Lord shall renew their strength.”  Take the opportunity to soar with our 

awesome God today; live every moment of your life in the confidence of the promises of God. 


