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Gospel Goes to Ends of Earth  

1. The lives of all 276 people were saved from the shipwreck on the island of Malta, which is lo-
cated 58 miles south of Sicily (note:  the island is 18 miles long and 8 miles wide).  The islands 
had been colonized about 1000 BC by Phoenicians and conquered by Rome in 218 BC.  It had 
been given the status of a municipium, which afforded the islanders a measure of local self-
government under the leadership of a local governor or “chief man.”  At the time of the ship-
wreck Publius occupied this leadership role on the island (v. 7). 
 
a. Luke refers to the Maltese islanders as natives (Greek: barbario = “barbarians”).  The Greek 

word barbario is an onomatopoetic word; to the Greeks and Romans, strange languages 
sounded like “bar-bar-bar,” hence the word “barbarian.”  What happened on Malta that made 
the islanders think that Paul was a murderer (v. 3, 4)? 

b. What did the islanders think when Paul did not die from the viper’s bite (v. 5, 6)? 

2. This incident on Malta is an excellent example of the fallacy of attempting to determine truth 
from personal experience alone.  Unfortunately, some modern Christians duplicate the error of 
these ancient people. 
 
a. If a Christian attempts to assign arbitrary meaning to various situations in life apart from 

God’s Word, in what is he trusting? 
b. The Maltese islanders’ method of determining truth (i.e., a subjective human interpretation) 

is commonly known as “mysticism.”  Give at least three practical reasons why you think 
mysticism is an incorrect way to determine truth. 

3. Paul graciously obliged the “leading Jews” of the area when they requested to hear his views. 
 
a. What was their spiritual response to his message? 
b. How did Paul respond to those who rejected the gospel message (v. 25-28)? 

4. Although the Jews again rejected the message of eternal life, Paul stayed two full years in his 
own rented quarters preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence (v. 31).  Some believe the final aspect of Jesus’ command to 
the apostles to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the end 
of the earth (1:8), was complete. 
 
a. What spiritual qualities of the Early Church apostles and missionaries do you admire most?  

Why? 
b. The effective expansion of the Early Church was greatly aided by the valuable contribution 

of many lesser-known saints who served their Lord Jesus and others so valiantly (e.g., 
Barnabas, Silas, John Mark, Aquilla, Priscilla, Apollos, Titus, Aristarchus, Luke, Stephen, 
Philip, etc.).  Which one(s) of these lesser-known saints has been a special spiritual encour-
agement to your Christian life? 



L O O K I N G   A H E A D Preparation for next week’s study. 

Read: Jonah 1 

Monday v. 1-3 — The Book of Jonah is one of “the twelve” (also known as the Minor Prophets, because they are 
shorter than the Major Prophets).  Jonah the son of Amittai was a prophet from Gath Hepher and he min-
istered during the reign of king Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:23-25).  This places the historical setting of the 
Book from around 793-753 BC.  Nineveh was the capitol of ancient Assyria (modern Syria), which was in 
the declining years of its military power.  The Assyrians were a powerful and cruel people who were a con-
stant threat to the nation of Israel.  The Jews feared and hated the Assyrians.  Jonah rejected the will of 
God and fled to Tarshish (an ancient city near modern Spain) because he hated the Assyrians.  Jude 1:22 
and 23 says that it is okay to hate sin but not sinners.  What attitude does God command in these verses? 

Saturday v. 17 — This book is a familiar Sunday school story because of the “great fish” that swallowed Jonah.  
Some people have concluded that this book is fictional because “no fish could swallow a man.”  Consider 
the following:  1) The Hebrew word dag gaw-dole means “great fish” or “huge, finned sea creature,” which 
could include whales.  2) The largest known and living fish species; the whale shark could easily swallow a 
man whole (they can be up to 60’ long and can weigh over 40 tons).  3) There have been historical ac-
counts of men (some even on horseback) being swept overboard in the Mediterranean Sea and swallowed 
by great sharks (some have even lived).  4) As Christians, we can trust with absolute certainty the validity 
of God’s Word (even without all the external proof).  Read Matthew 12:39-41; did Jesus consider the book 
of Jonah as fictional? 

Wednesday v. 4-6 — When God’s people reject His Word and sin, others are inevitably hurt.  Usually the sinning per-
son doesn’t stop to consider or even realize how many people their sin has affected (like Jonah sleeping 
in the hold of the ship).  Can you think of a time when your sin caused pain in the life of another person?  
What spiritual lesson(s) did you learn from this experience?  Is there a sin in your life right now that is 
hurting another person?  It is time for you to arise and call on your God; repent of your sin. 

Friday v. 11-16 — The mariners were desperate to know why Jonah had angered his God and what could be 
done to assuage His wrath (the pagans of this time believed that the “gods” could be manipulated or ap-
peased by various acts or religious ceremonies, some including human sacrifice).  The unbelievers of our 
day are not much different; they believe that they “are good enough” or at least “not as bad as the other 
guy.”  We should expect unbelievers to think this way, they are in darkness; but was Jonah acting any dif-
ferently?  Jonah knew God was the creator of the entire universe and His authority extended over all the 
heavens and the earth, including the seas (v. 9).  Jonah acted like a pagan by trying to manipulate God 
(running away) even though he knew the truth!  Be sure what you know to be true about God matches up 
with the way you live.  

Thursday v. 7-10 — The great storm that God used to get Jonah’s attention caused all of the sailors to tremble in 
fear.  Their reaction was one of superstition; they cast lots to find out who was responsible for the disas-
ter.  Pagan religions and superstition are rooted in manipulation and fear.  When they found out Jonah 
was responsible for the storm they were even more afraid.  What did Jonah tell them that caused such 
fear (v. 9)?  Do you think Jonah really “feared” the Lord in a biblical sense (see v. 3, 5)?  Take some time to 
examine your life, considering both public acts and private thoughts, can you honestly say that you truly 
fear the Lord (Prov. 8:13, 14:27)? 

Tuesday v. 1-3 — The book of Jonah opens by saying, “Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah.”  This phrase liter-
ally means; the word of the Lord “was,” “became” or “came to pass” to Jonah.  God’s message was a spe-
cific command, but Jonah in rebellion and disobedience rejected the will of God.  As we study the Book of 
Jonah it could be easy for us to pass judgment on the disobedient prophet; but how often do Christians 
today reject the clear commands of God?  How often do you ignore the clear will of God as found in His 
Word?  Let’s pray together that God would help us all to see where we are running from the will of God. 


