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What are some of your church’s outreach programs and what goals have you 

set for proclaiming the gospel in your city?  Which, if any, programs have 

you abandoned recently and why?  Which programs have you started recently 

and why did you start them?  How would you describe your personal desire 

and your church’s desire to win souls into Jesus’ Kingdom? 

1. 

Why was it important for the church to receive the Holy Spirit? 3. 

Human wisdom might have said that the disciples needed to get busy with 

their mission without waiting for Pentecost, but the Lord was clear that they 

should wait.  In the long run, Jesus provided the circumstances that proved 

even more effective than any amount of human planning.  What was the 

miracle that took place in v. 4-6?  What significance does this seem to have 

for the furtherance of the Gospel?  What significance does it seem to have in 

light of Genesis 11:1-9?  In what other ways did the Lord ensure a fruitful 

evangelistic ministry (v. 5-11)? 

6. 

 

5. What observable phenomena accompanied the pouring out of the Holy 

Spirit?  What seems to be the significance of the pieces of fire taking the 

shape of tongues?  What seems to be the significance of those tongues of fire 

settling on each individual’s head? 

1When the Day of Pentecost had 
fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place.  2And 
suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled the 
whole house where they were 
sitting.  3Then there appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, 
and one sat upon each of them.  
4And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 
   5And there were dwelling in 
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven.  
6And when this sound occurred, 
the multitude came together, 
and were confused, because 
everyone heard them speak in 
his own language.  7Then they 
were all amazed and marveled, 
saying to one another, “Look, are 
not all these who speak Gali-
leans?  8And how is it that we 
hear, each in our own language 
in which we were born?  9Par-
thians and Medes and Elamites, 
those dwelling in Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Ar-
abs—we hear them speaking in 
our own tongues the wonderful 
works of God.”  12So they were all 
amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “Whatever could 
this mean?” 
   13Others mocking said, “They 
are full of new wine.” 
   14But Peter, standing up with 
the eleven, raised his voice and 
said to them, “Men of Judea and 
all who dwell in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and heed 
my words.  15For these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, since it 
is only the third hour of the day.  
16But this is what was spoken by 
the prophet Joel: 
   17‘And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, says God, that I 
will pour out of My Spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your young 
men shall see visions, your old 
men shall dream dreams. 
   18And on My menservants and 
on My maidservants I will pour 
out My Spirit in those days; and 
they shall prophesy. 
   19I will show wonders in heaven 
above and signs in the earth 
beneath: blood and fire and va-
por of smoke. 
   20The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the coming of the 
great and awesome day of the 
LORD. 
   21And it shall come to pass that 
whoever calls on the name of the 
LORD shall be saved.’ 
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4. Why was it important for the disciples to stay together until they received the 

Spirit?  Couldn’t they have gone immediately in separate directions in a mas-

sive effort to preach the gospel all over the world and still have been filled 

with the Spirit individually along the way? 

2. With His crucifixion behind Him and as He was just about to ascend to His 

throne in heaven, what did Jesus command His disciples to do in Acts 1:4 

and Luke 24:49?  What was the Father’s (and the Son’s) Promise?  What 

benefits does John 16:7-15 indicate the gift of the Spirit will bring for the 

Church?  What posture were the people in when they received the gift? 

7. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in salvation and what is the Church’s role 

in evangelism?  What methods of church growth keep this relationship in 

right balance and what methods might tend to distort it? 



Tuesday Read verse 32.  Again Peter holds the evidence of Christ in front of their faces by saying what 

(“…of which…”)?  After quoting several prophecies and showing that Jesus Christ was the 

clear and unmistakable answer to those prophecies, why does Peter now bring them face to 

face with both their guilt and God’s plan (v. 36)? 

How is Jesus Christ’s Messiahship being validated in verse 22 (“by…”)?  Were these acts a 

surprise to the hearers?  How do we know?  Read verses 23, 24, and 36.  If someone told you 

that you were responsible for someone’s death, how would that affect you?  How did it affect 

these Jews (v. 37)? 

Monday 
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Read: Acts 2:22-47 

 

L O O K I N G   A H E A D Preparation for next week’s study. 

Saturday Verses 44 and 45 tell us that the Christians in Acts held their possessions lightly, ready to 

meet the needs of others when necessary.  Do we do the same?  When was the last time you 

were able to minister to a fellow believer in need?  Are you looking for those opportunities? 

Verse 40 shows us that Peter was /no/t a man of few words.  He had a real message about a 

real Savior and he was determined to tell others about it!  As we’ve learned recently about the 

numerous unmistakable evidences for the resurrection of Jesus Christ (John 20 and 21), and 

the seriousness of loving God and others with true Christ-like love (Lord’s Supper), does this 

encourage you to boldly share your faith?  It should! 

Thursday 

Wednesday “Witnessing” can be accomplished in many ways.  The first step to effective sharing is to re-

alize we are not put on this earth for our own glory or comfort.  What Bible doctrine does 

verse 39 speak about?  How does the amazing truth of your election (“calling”) prompt you to 

tell others about God?  In other words, did He save you for a purpose, and if so, are you ful-

filling that purpose? 

Friday What is the “apostles’ doctrine”?  Why might it be mentioned first in the list of things these 

early believers “continued steadfastly” in?  What four specific things are mentioned as essen-

tial to the early church, and just as essential to us today (v. 42)?  How important are each of 

these in your own life: Bible-teaching, fellowship with other Christians, the Lord’s Supper, 

and prayer?  As further evidence of the seriousness of our call to tell others about Him, what 

happened in verse 43?  How does this demonstrate that God is serious about His Church? 


