
1So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged 
Him.  2And the soldiers twisted a crown 
of thorns and put it on His head, and 
they put on Him a purple robe.  3Then 
they said, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  And 
they struck Him with their hands. 
   4Pilate then went out again, and said to 
them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to 
you, that you may know that I find no 
fault in Him.” 
   5Then Jesus came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe.  
And Pilate said to them, “Behold the 
Man!” 
   6Therefore, when the chief priests and 
officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 
   Pilate said to them, “You take Him and 
crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” 
   7The Jews answered him, “We have a 
law, and according to our law He ought 
to die, because He made Himself the Son 
of God.” 
   8Therefore, when Pilate heard that 
saying, he was the more afraid, 9and 
went again into the Praetorium, and said 
to Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus 
gave him no answer. 
   10Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not 
speaking to me?  Do You not know that I 
have power to crucify You, and power to 
release You?” 
   11Jesus answered, “You could have no 
power at all against Me unless it had 
been given you from above.  Therefore 
the one who delivered Me to you has the 
greater sin.” 
   12From then on Pilate sought to release 
Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If 
you let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s 
friend.  Whoever makes himself a king 
speaks against Caesar.” 
   13When Pilate therefore heard that 
saying, he brought Jesus out and sat 
down in the judgment seat in a place that 
is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, 
Gabbatha.  14Now it was the Preparation 
Day of the Passover, and about the sixth 
hour.  And he said to the Jews, “Behold 
your King!” 
   15But they cried out, “Away with Him, 
away with Him! Crucify Him!” 
   Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 
King?” 
   The chief priests answered, “We have 
no king but Caesar!” 
   16Then he delivered Him to them to be 
crucified.  Then they took Jesus and led 
Him away. 
   17And He, bearing His cross, went out 
to a place called the Place of a Skull, 
which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 
18where they crucified Him, and two 
others with Him, one on either side, and 
Jesus in the center.  19Now Pilate wrote a 
title and put it on the cross.  And the 
writing was: 

JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS. 
   20Then many of the Jews read this title, 
for the place where Jesus was crucified 
was near the city; and it was written in 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 
   21Therefore the chief priests of the Jews 
said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 
the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of 
the Jews.”’” 
   22Pilate answered, “What I have written, 
I have written.” 
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The Deadly Danger of Fearing Man 

What did Pilate hope to accomplish by mistreating Jesus (v. 1-5)?  1. 

What did Pilate confess repeatedly concerning Jesus (v. 18:38; 

19:4,6)?  Because Pilate held judicial authority, what should this ver-

dict mean? 

2. 

Why did Pilate exclaim, “Behold the man!” (v. 5)? 3. 

What clues do you see that tell the heart condition of the Jews pre-

sent?  Read Matthew 27:18; why did the Jews hand Jesus over to Pi-

late?  Envy is an acceptable sin in American culture; what can a Chris-

tian do to overcome envy? 

4. 

Why was Pilate afraid of Jesus (v. 8)?  What is your fear of God based 

on?  Would you say you have a healthy fear of God? 

5. 

Read Proverbs 29:25 and 26 and discuss the contrast:  The fear of man 

vs. fear of the Lord. 

7. 

 

6. Pilate tried to make a mockery of Jesus.  What does the Bible say 

about this?  Read Colossians 2:13-15 and Proverbs 3:34. 

We fear men so much because    
   we fear God so little. 
      —PURITAN WILLIAM GURNALL 

For further study on dealing with the fear of man,  see Matthew 6:1-18. 



Tuesday 25-27 — What seems to be Jesus’ main concern in these verses?  What other concerns might 

have dominated His thinking at this time?  Do you respond to difficulty in life by thinking 

about the welfare of others?  How can you follow Jesus’ example this week? 

Friday 35-37 —  Can you trust John’s account of Jesus crucifixion?  Why (v. 35a)?  What does John 

hope his testimony will work in your life (v. 35b)?  What reason does John give for all the 

specific details of Jesus’ crucifixion (v. 36)?  Note also: v. 24b, 28b, 37 

23,24 — Read Psalm 22:1-18; who is this psalm talking about?  John 19:23 says the soldiers 

who crucified Jesus divided His garments.  This seemingly insignificant act was foretold in 

Psalm 22 1,000 years before Christ.  What does this tell you about the sovereignty of God?  

Do you believe God is sovereign over even the minute details of your life?  How do you tend 

to respond to trials?  Does this reflect what you know about God’s sovereignty? 
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Read: John 19:23-42 

 

L O O K I N G   A H E A D Preparation for next week’s study. 

Wednesday 28-30 — What does John mean by Jesus “knowing that all things were now accomplished”?  

What did Jesus mean by, “It is finished”?  Who was in control the moment of Jesus death? 

Saturday 38-42 — What facet of Joseph’s character does John choose to point out to us?  John says 

Nicodemus “first came to Jesus at night”; what do you think he is inferring by this?  Do you 

serve Christ in the open or “in secret”?  Is there anyone in your life who does not know you 

are a Christian?  If so, why is that?  When was the last time you shared your faith in Christ? 

25-42 — Down through the years many people have claimed that Jesus didn’t actually die at 

Calvary.  Make a list of those present at Jesus’ crucifixion.  Many of those present were Je-

sus’ closest friends and family; do you think they were all misled as to His death?  What is 

John’s testimony regarding Jesus death (v. 30)?  When the soldier pierced his side “blood and 

water came out”; what does this indicate?  The solders did not believe it necessary to break 

Jesus’ legs; what does this demonstrate?  Do you think a Roman soldier could have mistak-

enly assumed Jesus was dead?  What did Joseph and Nicodemus do with Jesus’ body after 

His death? 

Thursday 


