
Matthew 21-22 ENCORE pt. 1 
 
1. Matthew 21 & 22 are full of tests. Were the Jewish leaders really looking for answers or verification to what Jesus 

was saying? In other words were they just seeking the truth about Jesus? Read Luke 6:6-7; 11:53-54; 14:1-2; 
20:20 to answer the question 

 
2. Why did the Jewish leaders hand Jesus over to Pilate (Matthew 27:17-18)? 
 

3. Describe what Jesus did in Matthew 21:18-19. 
 
4. How does the barren fig tree from Matthew 21:18-22 relate to the Jewish leaders in Matthew 21:23? 
 
5. What test was Jesus confronted with in Matthew 21:23, and how was it important? 
 
6. Why did Jesus answer their question with a question instead of directly answering them? 
 
7. The Jewish leaders thought that they were the ones with religious authority but what does their answer to Jesus’ 

question show (Matthew 21:24-27)? 
 
8. In Matthew 22:15-22 who are the ones offering this test? 
 
9. How would you describe these two groups? 
 
10. They thought this was an unanswerable question, no matter how Jesus answered this question one group or the 

other would be enraged. How would a good politician normally answer a question like the one in Matthew 22:17? 
 
11. How did Jesus answer their question of allegiance (Matthew 22:18-21)? 
 
12. Discuss the importance of the next two tests: Matthew 22:23-33 (the resurrection) and Matthew 22:34-40 (The 

Law or Scriptures). 
 
13. How did Jesus’ questioners react to His answers? 

a. Matthew 21:27 
b. Matthew 22:22 
c. Matthew 22:33-34 
d. Matthew 22:46  

 
14. Jesus weathered the tests and scrutiny of His enemies and every time silenced His critics. He demonstrated the 

veracity of His claims as Messiah (that He is the Son of God). Jesus’ enemies also validated the illegitimacy of 
their claims as God’s representatives by their inability to answer Jesus’ questions or understand God’s word. This 
takes us full circle to the illustration of the unfruitful fig tree. What does God want you to understand about your 
manner of life (fruitfulness or unfruitfulness)? 

 
15. Do you think the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day believed they were right with God? 
 
16. How could they have known they were not right with God? 
 
17. Many people believed the Sadducces and Pharisees were God’s representatives. The Jewish leaders looked and 

played the part well. Can you think of any plants that look like a good plant but are actually a weed?How can you 
tell the real deal from the fake or weed? 

 
18. The Jewish leaders spent a large amount of time and energy examining Jesus and watching His manner of life: 

what should they have spent that energy on? 


