
Encore Student Notes: 
 

1) According to 2 Cor 6:14-17, what does the scripture mean when it asks to be 
separated and to touch not the unclean thing?   

 
 
 

2) Read Mark 7:1-7. Was “washing” or personal hygiene the issue with the Pharisees?   
 
 
 
 

3) Read Luke 7:8-9.  Who or what were the Pharisees protecting by their explicit rules?   
 
 
 
4) Is the concept of religion bad?  What question should we ask first? 

 
 
 
 

5) What does it mean to keep the Sabbath day holy?   
 
 
 
 

6) Should our worship of the Savior be religion-centered or relationship-centered? Could 
it be both?  Is there an order if it is both?   
 
 
 
 

7) Read Matt 12:36.  How serious is God regarding our transgressions (sin)?  Are there 
little sins and big ones? To what extent should we examine our speech?   
 
 
 

8) Should our family associations, wife to husband, siblings, and altogether be like a 
religion or a relationship?  What advice do you have if it is NOT a relationship?   

 
 

 
9) Read Matt 12:47-50.  Jesus addressed his mother, brother and sisters in a way that 

we wouldn’t think is appropriate. Why do you suppose that was?   
 
 
 
 



Matthew 13 LA 

Monday Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23 Matthew 13 is a chapter of parables; there are 7 or 8 parables in this 
chapter depending on if you count Jesus’ words in verse 53 as a parable (which I do!). All of these 
parables have to do with “the kingdom of heaven” which speaks to everyone’s eternal destiny. The 
first parable is one of the most famous; the parable of the sower or the parable of the soils. Read 
through the parable and then read Jesus’ explanation of the parable what main point do you think Jesus 
was trying to get across in this parable? 

Tuesday Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 The next parable we will consider is the parable of the wheat and 
tares. Again read both the parable and Jesus’ explanation of the parable; what main point do you think 
Jesus was trying to get across with this parable? Did you notice that the wheat and tares both grow up 
together? Did you notice that they were sometimes hard to distinguish from each other by mere 
outward examination? What happens to the wheat when it is harvested (v.43)? What happens to the 
tares at the end of the age? What sobering truth about life was Jesus trying to convey to us in this 
parable? 

Wednesday Matthew 13:31-32 The mustard seed was the smallest agricultural seed in Palestine when 
Jesus spoke these words. The mustard seed and plant were common and would have been known by 
everyone listening. A mustard plant would commonly grow to over ten feet tall, quite a plant! What 
truth about the kingdom of heaven was Jesus trying to convey with this parable? 

Thursday Matthew 13:33 Leaven or yeast is often spoken of negatively in the Bible. It is often used to 
represent sinful influence. However today Jesus is not using leaven in a negative sense at all, but in its 
normal sense. Leaven was a very important commodity first century Palestine. Women baked most of 
their own bread, and they would always keep back a portion of dough to use on the next lump to make 
it rise. When a young woman was married her mother would give her a lump of dough to use as a 
starter for her own leaven. Yeast makes dough rise; what truth about the kingdom of heaven was Jesus 
trying to convey with this parable? 

Friday Matthew 13:44-46 The apostle Paul lived a complex life before he became a Christian (Phil. 
3:4-6). He tried to keep all the laws and traditions of Judaism. He tried to accomplish various works 
that he hoped would be credited to his account. But in all his pursuits, he was seeking something he 
couldn’t find. Then one day, on the road to Damascus, he was confronted by the living Christ and 
realized He was everything Paul had been looking for. Paul describes the exchange that was made: 
“what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things 
loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:7-8). When Paul met Christ, he 
realized everything in his asset column was actually a liability. He found that Christ was all he needed. 
– John MacArthur 
  
Saturday Matthew 13:47-50 Fishing was a major industry around Galilee where Jesus was ministering. 
Many of His disciples were fishermen or former fishermen. They understood well how a dragnet 
worked. There were several kinds of nets used by fishermen in first century Israel. This kind was a 
very large net with weights on the bottom and floats on the top. It took several boats and up to 30 or 40 
men to work a net like this. They would put it out and then drag it in catching virtually everything in its 
path, including every kind of fish, animal and trash in the lake or sea they were fishing. The fishermen 
would then have to do the tedious work of sorting the good and desirable from the trash. What truth do 
you think Jesus was trying to convey in this parable? 

 


