
James 4:1-12 ENCORE The heart of conflict – pride  
 
1) What is the source of conflicts (v.1)?  

 

 

 

2) How does James characterize our selfish little conflicts (v.2)?  

 

 

 

3) How does James characterize people in the church who fight among themselves (v.4a)?  

 

 

 

4) How does James characterize you if you are given over to a lifestyle of creating conflict (v.4b)?  

 

a) Do you want to be God’s enemy?  

 

b) What enemy of God is also mentioned in verse 7?  

 

c) If you are given over to creating conflicts who are you serving (v.7)?  

 

 

5) Have you ever witnessed a church fight or split?  

 

a) What was the issue?  

 

 

b) Do you think God is pleased when people cause dissention in a church? c) Do you think God is pleased when 

people leave a church instead of solving problems?  

 

 

d) What could solve 90% of all church problems (v.5-10)? e) What spirit is at work in church fights (v7)? 

 

 

6) What should you do if you hear someone gossiping at church?  

 

a) What will you do?  

 

b) Does James 3:11 forbid Christians from confronting each other?  

 

c) Why is gossip so often an “acceptable sin”?  

 

 

7) How can your prayer life show the motives of your heart (v.2-3)?  

 

a) What does it mean when your prayers are not answered?  

 

 

 

8) How is submitting to God the answer for solving problems (v.5-10)? 

 

 

 



James 4:4 Get on the right team 

Monday (James 2:18-20) It can be easy to say you have faith, but what James is telling us here is; you say you 

believe in God? Put your money where your mouth is, let’s see some fruit! James uses many good contrasts and 

comparisons throughout this epistle. Think about the stark and striking contrast he uses here. You say you “believe in 

one God” – great but even the demons believe in one God. So we could say this, if your faith is not accompanied by 

any resulting good works, you are acting just like a demon.  

 

 

Tuesday (James 2:23) Abraham was called a friend of God. This friendship is more than we might think of in our 

cold western world, it speaks of real intimacy. Abraham became God’s friend, he loved God and God loved him. 

From this verse and the context what was it that gave Abraham the distinction of being called God’s friend? How 

does this relate to James 4:4? 

 

 

Wednesday James 3:15 “This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.” The first 

thing that sticks out to me in this verse is that it contains yet another reference to evil spirits. This time the reference is 

not to demonic faith but to demonic wisdom. The thought goes something like this… if you are self-seeking and 

envious you do not understand God’s wisdom you have become a doer of demonic wisdom. Now think about this; 

what caused Satan to fall (you can read about this in Ezekiel 28 & Isaiah 14)? Satan fell because of pride! He wanted 

to exalt his throne & become like God. So then when you are prideful and seeking your own you are going down the 

path of the devil; clearly not what you want to do. Notice also that James makes reference to our three main enemies 

1) the world, 2) the flesh and 3) the devil (demonic). Pride is the opposite of doing God’s will; it makes you a toy of 

God’s enemies.  

 

 

Thursday v.4-7 (James 4:15) While I like to have choices and I like to be responsible for my own decisions, I am 

truly thankful that God allows me to submit my life to his will and place my trust in him. The Father is at work in me 

to do his will (Phil. 2:13) and to work for my best good (Rom. 8:28). I gladly acknowledge that my plans are subject 

to his will. I am appreciative that my goals and successes are in his hands. I gladly proclaim that what lies ahead for 

me can be summarized by one phrase: "If the Lord wills! 

 

 

Friday (James 4:4-7) In theses verses we find both the problem and the answer. All through the book of James he 

has been pointing out illogical inconsistencies in Christian character and calling us to repent & change. Have you 

noticed that the root of most of those sins has been pride? Today James states it clearly – God resists the proud. Ask 

yourself this question; when you are struggling or when you have conflicts in your life is the one thing you want 

worth making yourself an enemy of God? Is holding on to your pride or getting your way or having your side of the 

story heard worth it? 

 

 

Saturday (James 4:4) Friendship with the world is enmity with God. Enmity means you make yourself an enemy of 

God. The thought is pretty clear isn’t it? You can’t have it both ways in life, you can’t say that you are a Christian, 

say that you love the Lord, say that God is your friend and then live like the devil. You can’t live for yourself, serving 

yourself, proudly spreading evil and nastiness all over everyone you say you love and then still think you are on 

God’s side.  


