
ENCORE  |  Judges 13: Don’t Waste Your Life 
 
 
 
1) Once again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord (13:1).  As they entered the 

seventh and final cycle of sin recorded in the book of Judges, the Lord used the Philistines to 
chasten His people. The Philistines migrated from Greece or Crete and invaded the Canaanite 
coast about 1200 BC.  They attempted to expand their territory eastward into Israel.  While 
Philistia occupied much of Israel's land during this period, their rule over the people was not 
as severe as some of the previous oppressions (e.g., Canaan, Midian).  Nevertheless God 
raised up Israel’s twelfth judge; Samson.  

 
a) Name three things that are unique about his birth (13:2-5)?  

 
 

b) While most Nazarites (Hebrew nazir, to separate, to consecrate) took their vows for six 
months or a year, others kept them for their entire lives.  Name three distinguishing 
characteristics of a man who had taken a Nazarite vow (Numbers 6:2-6)?   

 
 
 
2) There is no mention of Israel's supplication or repentance during the entire judgeship of 

Samson.  Apparently the Israelites had become complacent and had learned to live under the 
dominion of their oppressors.  Like the Israelites, many Christians seem content to live under 
the oppression of sin (anger, bitterness, lust, jealousy, etc.).  Why do you think some 
believers tolerate sin in their lives when Christ has promised freedom (John 8:32, 36; 1 
Corinthians 10:13)? 

 
 
 
3) Even though the Israelites were content to be under the dominion of the Philistines, the Lord 
still extended His grace to them.  
 

a) Please list at least three evidences of God's grace during this time (Judges. 13:3, 5, 25).   
 
 

b) There are many parallels between ancient Israel during the times of the judges and 
modern America.  What do you think are some evidences that God's grace and mercy are at 
work today in America?   

 
 
 
4) Samson (Hebrew “sunny” or “brightness”) is a prime example of a carnal believer who is 

double-minded and unstable in all his ways (cf. James 1:8).  Raised by godly parents (Judges 
13:8, 19) and endowed with privileges from God (Judges 14:19), Samson fraternized with the 
enemy and failed to fulfill God's plan for his life.   

 
a) Name at least five reasons why Samson was so ineffective in the Lord's service (14:1-3, 6, 
7)?  

 
 

b) The phrase his father and mother did not know that it was of the Lord (14:4) seems to 
contradict God's prohibition against marrying heathens (Deut. 7:1-4).  If this phrase is not 
God's endorsement of Samson's marriage to a heathen, what does it mean (v. 4)? 



 
5) Many scholars believe Samson violated his Nazarite vow when he took the honey out of the 

carcass of the lion (14:9; Numbers 6:6).  If this is true, what do you observe about Samson's 
attitude toward sin that is characteristic of all carnal believers (14:12-14)? 

 
 
 
6) Samson told his Philistine friends a riddle at the wedding feast (14:14).  The Philistines 

threatened to kill his wife and burn down her father's house if she did not get Samson to tell 
her the riddle (14:15). What three things did she do to get Samson to tell her the riddle 
(14:16, 17)? 

 
 
 
7) Samson was a man dominated by his flesh.  Lustful and irreverent, Samson lived in a 

perpetual state of emotional and spiritual turmoil.  What other negative characteristics do you 
observe about his life (14:19-15:5)?  

 
 
 
8) Samson caused great economic destruction to the Philistines by burning their shocks (sheaves 

of standing grain ready to be harvested), crops, vineyards, and groves (15:5).  The Philistines 
retaliated by killing his former wife and her father. 

 
a) As Samson rationalized his revenge, he made an important statement that is similar to the 
excuse many people give before they sin.  What is this statement (15:7)? 
 

 

b) Do you rationalize wrong behavior by saying you will stop the habit later? 
 
 
 
9) When Samson told Delilah the secret of his strength, he was betrayed by his own folly.  Finally 

under their control, the Philistines blinded Samson and made him their slave (16:21).  
Although blinding the eyes of an enemy was a common military practice, it is interesting that 
this fate befell Samson (16:21).  The specific loss of his sight teaches an important principle 
about God's individual judgment in the lives of His people.  What is this principle? 

 
 
 
10) Because of his unwillingness to obey the Lord, he went from a deliver of God's people to a 

slave in the camp of sin.  Oh, the price God's people pay for their folly!  What are some other 
negative results when God's people allow themselves to become slaves of sin (Ju. 16:23-25)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Only a passion for purity can save a person from passionately pursuing the impure." 
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double-minded and unstable in all his ways (cf. James 1:8).  Raised by godly parents (Judges 
13:8, 19) and endowed with privileges from God (Judges 14:19), Samson fraternized with the 
enemy and failed to fulfill God's plan for his life.   

 
a) Name at least five reasons why Samson was so ineffective in the Lord's service (14:1-3, 6, 
7)?  

 
 

b) The phrase his father and mother did not know that it was of the Lord (14:4) seems to 
contradict God's prohibition against marrying heathens (Deut. 7:1-4).  If this phrase is not 
God's endorsement of Samson's marriage to a heathen, what does it mean (v. 4)? 



 
5) Many scholars believe Samson violated his Nazarite vow when he took the honey out of the 

carcass of the lion (14:9; Numbers 6:6).  If this is true, what do you observe about Samson's 
attitude toward sin that is characteristic of all carnal believers (14:12-14)? 

 
 
 
6) Samson told his Philistine friends a riddle at the wedding feast (14:14).  The Philistines 

threatened to kill his wife and burn down her father's house if she did not get Samson to tell 
her the riddle (14:15). What three things did she do to get Samson to tell her the riddle 
(14:16, 17)? 

 
 
 
7) Samson was a man dominated by his flesh.  Lustful and irreverent, Samson lived in a 

perpetual state of emotional and spiritual turmoil.  What other negative characteristics do you 
observe about his life (14:19-15:5)?  

 
 
 
8) Samson caused great economic destruction to the Philistines by burning their shocks (sheaves 

of standing grain ready to be harvested), crops, vineyards, and groves (15:5).  The Philistines 
retaliated by killing his former wife and her father. 

 
a) As Samson rationalized his revenge, he made an important statement that is similar to the 
excuse many people give before they sin.  What is this statement (15:7)? 
 

 

b) Do you rationalize wrong behavior by saying you will stop the habit later? 
 
 
 
9) When Samson told Delilah the secret of his strength, he was betrayed by his own folly.  Finally 

under their control, the Philistines blinded Samson and made him their slave (16:21).  
Although blinding the eyes of an enemy was a common military practice, it is interesting that 
this fate befell Samson (16:21).  The specific loss of his sight teaches an important principle 
about God's individual judgment in the lives of His people.  What is this principle? 

 
 
 
10) Because of his unwillingness to obey the Lord, he went from a deliver of God's people to a 

slave in the camp of sin.  Oh, the price God's people pay for their folly!  What are some other 
negative results when God's people allow themselves to become slaves of sin (Ju. 16:23-25)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Only a passion for purity can save a person from passionately pursuing the impure." 



ENCORE  |  Judges 13: Don’t Waste Your Life 
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chasten His people. The Philistines migrated from Greece or Crete and invaded the Canaanite 
coast about 1200 BC.  They attempted to expand their territory eastward into Israel.  While 
Philistia occupied much of Israel's land during this period, their rule over the people was not 
as severe as some of the previous oppressions (e.g., Canaan, Midian).  Nevertheless God 
raised up Israel’s twelfth judge; Samson.  

 
a) Name three things that are unique about his birth (13:2-5)?  

 
 

b) While most Nazarites (Hebrew nazir, to separate, to consecrate) took their vows for six 
months or a year, others kept them for their entire lives.  Name three distinguishing 
characteristics of a man who had taken a Nazarite vow (Numbers 6:2-6)?   

 
 
 
2) There is no mention of Israel's supplication or repentance during the entire judgeship of 

Samson.  Apparently the Israelites had become complacent and had learned to live under the 
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the oppression of sin (anger, bitterness, lust, jealousy, etc.).  Why do you think some 
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6) Samson told his Philistine friends a riddle at the wedding feast (14:14).  The Philistines 

threatened to kill his wife and burn down her father's house if she did not get Samson to tell 
her the riddle (14:15). What three things did she do to get Samson to tell her the riddle 
(14:16, 17)? 

 
 
 
7) Samson was a man dominated by his flesh.  Lustful and irreverent, Samson lived in a 

perpetual state of emotional and spiritual turmoil.  What other negative characteristics do you 
observe about his life (14:19-15:5)?  

 
 
 
8) Samson caused great economic destruction to the Philistines by burning their shocks (sheaves 

of standing grain ready to be harvested), crops, vineyards, and groves (15:5).  The Philistines 
retaliated by killing his former wife and her father. 

 
a) As Samson rationalized his revenge, he made an important statement that is similar to the 
excuse many people give before they sin.  What is this statement (15:7)? 
 

 

b) Do you rationalize wrong behavior by saying you will stop the habit later? 
 
 
 
9) When Samson told Delilah the secret of his strength, he was betrayed by his own folly.  Finally 

under their control, the Philistines blinded Samson and made him their slave (16:21).  
Although blinding the eyes of an enemy was a common military practice, it is interesting that 
this fate befell Samson (16:21).  The specific loss of his sight teaches an important principle 
about God's individual judgment in the lives of His people.  What is this principle? 

 
 
 
10) Because of his unwillingness to obey the Lord, he went from a deliver of God's people to a 

slave in the camp of sin.  Oh, the price God's people pay for their folly!  What are some other 
negative results when God's people allow themselves to become slaves of sin (Ju. 16:23-25)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Only a passion for purity can save a person from passionately pursuing the impure." 


