
ENCORE  |  Eph. 5:21-33: A Word to the Husbands 
 

 

 

1)  What is the husband’s role in the home? 
 
 
 
2)  What does a husband’s role look like lived out? 
 
 
 
 

a)  Is a husband like a king? 
 
b)  Is he like a president? 
 
c)  Does a husband’s role carry any added responsibility? 
 
d)  Who is our leadership model (v. 25)? 
 
e)  What did His example look like lived out? 
 
f)  Husbands, are you ready to follow Christ’s example? 

 
 
3)  What does it mean to be a spiritual leader? 
 
 
 
 
4)  Colossians 3:19 tells us one stumbling block to husbands fulfilling their God given role. 
 

a)  What is the stumbling block? 
 
b)  How can we avoid bitterness? 

 
 
 
5)  Submission can be an area of contention today.  Discuss the following questions: 
 

a)  Who is verse 21 addressed to? 
 

b)  Who is verse 22 addressed to? 
 

c)  How do verses 21 and 22 work together? 
 

d)  Discuss some reasons a woman might struggle with husband/wife roles or the principal of submission. 
 
 
 
6)  How can a husband help his wife to understand and fulfill her role? 
 
 
 
7)  What steps do you need to take this week to fulfill your God-given role? 







Looking Ahead  |  Ephesians 6:1-4: The Biblical Family 
 
 
 
Monday (v. 1) – Children, obey your parents.  Why should you obey your parents?  Because it is right.  Okay, but why is it 
right?  Is it right because “I say so”?  Is it right because your parents are bigger and stronger than you?  (What happens 
when you become bigger or stronger than your parents?)  Is it right because they pay the bills?  Is it right because society 
thinks it is best?  Is it right because it is best for you?  Is it right because somebody has to be in charge?  Guess what, it is 
right because it is God’s created order, God has placed your parents in authority over you.  Children, obey your parents; it 
is a command from God.  Now, should you choose to disobey your parents, who else are you being disobedient to? 

� Daily Bible Reading: Job 28-29; Matt. 13:1-30 

 
Tuesday (v. 2-3) – Children, obedience is not optional; it is a command from the Lord.  Notice that obedience is called 
“honor” in this verse.  What does it mean to “honor your parents”?  Think about some ways you might be able to show 
honor to your parents.  Notice also Paul takes us to one of the Ten Commandments and then tells us this command is “the 
first command with promise.”  What are the elements of the promise?  Think about the times you have been disobedient to 
your parents; has it gone “well with you”? 

� Daily Bible Reading: Job 30-31; Matt. 13:31-58 

 
Wednesday (v. 4) – “Fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath.”  This gives the idea of perpetual nagging which 
causes a deep-seated anger which will eventually “boil over” in “wrath” or an angry outburst.  Fathers (okay, mothers too), 
think about the way you talk to your children; would you call it encouraging or discouraging?  Notice the parallel passage 
from Colossians 3:21:  “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”  How many children have 
gone through life feeling like nothing they ever did would please their parents?  In parenting you must keep the goal in 
mind (we will see this Thursday and Friday), but we must also pay close attention to the how.  Today the how comes to us 
in the form of a negative: Do not provoke!  Think about some ways you can train (yes, even discipline) your children 
without provoking or discouraging them. 

� Daily Bible Reading: Job 32-33; Matt. 14:1-21 
 
Thursday (Col. 3:20) – “Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.”  Honor your father 
and mother is the first commandment with promise, “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”  But 
notice a better motivation for obedience: “This is well pleasing to the Lord.”  Parenting (and being parented) is, like every 
other issue in life, a heart issue.  Many children obey their parents but they do so grudgingly; many children obey their 
parents but they do so out of fear; some fear punishment or consequences but some even fear their parents will love them 
less if they disobey.  This leads to a character that obeys at home but breaks out of the mold when the warden is no longer 
present.  To be continued Thursday… 

� Daily Bible Reading: Job 34-35; Matt. 14:22-36 
 
Friday (v. 4) – Parenting is a heart issue.  So many children have learned obedience out of fear or Hedonistic thinking 
(avoiding pain or punishment).  This has led them to obey at home, usually grudgingly, then “go off the deep end” when 
their parents are not around.  Wrong motivations are also the reasons so many children struggle with the issues of 
obedience and authority at all.  “Obey!”  “Why?”  “Because I said so!”  Parenting is never about outward obedience or rule 
keeping.  Wow, what else is it about then?  “I just want my kids to behave.”  Then I am afraid you have missed God’s mark 
for you.  God wants your child’s heart (just like He only wants your heart).  If we teach our kids to “obey the rules” but 
never train them to follow the Lord, we have failed them.  Now I understand that the children of most of the parents at 
Blair Ridge have already grown up so I want to say a few things to you: 1) Do not “beat yourself up” over any past failures 
or mistakes (Phil. 3:13), remember God’s grace and sovereignty 2) you have a wealth of experience and knowledge to 
impart to the next generation(s), even to your own children and grandchildren.  Take the opportunities God gives you to 
help others bring their children up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 

� Daily Bible Reading: Job 36-37; Matt. 15:1-20 
 
Saturday (Prov. 22:6) – “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  Notice 
that this verse is from the Book of Proverbs and not from the Book of Promises.  That means some parents will do 
everything God is calling them to do as parents but their children will still stray.  Why is that?  Romans 3 tells us why: We 
have a nature that is bent on disobedience; it is impossible to make anyone believe, obey or change.  You can only do what 
God calls you to do as a loving parent.  Now think about Proverbs 22:6 in the negative; we might say, “Don’t train up a 
child, and you can be all but certain he will go his own way.”  Ephesians 6 tells us that as parents we have a calling and 
stewardship from God to train our children to love and follow Him. 

� Daily Bible Reading: Job 38-40; Matt. 15:21-39 


