
The Benefits of Wisdom  

1. These verses should be understood as proverbs (sayings) and not as a magical formula.  The 
Proverbs teach a general way of life that is “wisdom”; they are more like a “cause and effect” than 
promises of God.  Proverbs 3:1-10 contains five of these “cause and effect” principals; list them. 

2. Verse 1 echo’s the command from verses 5 and 6 that you obey the Lord from your heart.  Verse 
3 says to write mercy and truth on the tablet of your heart. 
 
a. Why does Solomon mention the heart three times? 
b. What is the difference between external obedience and obeying God from the heart? 
c. What are some ways Christians today struggle to obey God from the heart? 
d. The Hebrew word for “peace,” “shalom,” found in verse 2, has the idea of happiness, safety 

and well-being.  In what ways does trusting God bring “shalom”? 

3. The Hebrew word for “peace,” “shalom,” found in verse 2, has the idea of happiness, safety and 
well-being.  In what ways does trusting God bring “shalom”? 

4. Verse 3 mentions mercy and truth together. 
 
a. Read Psalms 85:10; 86:15; and 89:14.  What do these psalms say about mercy and truth? 
b. What are the dangers of using truth with no mercy? 
c. What are the dangers of giving mercy with no truth? 
d. How are we commanded to present the truth (Eph. 4:15)? 
 
For further study, see Proverbs 14:22; 16:6; and 20:28. 

5. Verse 5 instructs us “trust in the Lord with all your heart.”  The Webster’s dictionary definition of 
“trust” is: assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or something 
or one in which confidence is placed.  Adam Clarke lists six precepts from this verse:  1) God is 
the Fountain of all good 2) He has made His intelligent creatures dependent upon Himself 3) He 
requires them to be conscious of that dependence 4) He has promised to communicate what 
they need 5) He commands them to believe His promise, and look for its fulfillment, and 6) to do 
this without doubt, fear or distrust—“with their whole heart.” 
 
a. How and when is it hardest for you to trust God? 
b. What can you do to grow toward a deeper trust of God? 
c. Share a testimony of when God showed Himself to be trustworthy. 

6. What does the Bible say about the following worldly attitudes? 
 
a. “Trust yourself” — Proverbs 28:26 
b. “Follow your heart” — Jeremiah 17:9 
c. “I’m proud of who I am” — Proverbs 29:23 
d. “I’m a self-made man” — James 1:16,17; Psalm 49:6-9; Luke 12:18-20 
e. “I don’t need God” — Psalm 14:1; Proverbs 21:25 

An officer once said to Abraham Lincoln, “We trust, Sir, that God is on our side.”  Lincoln replied, “It 
is more important to know that we are on God’s side.” 

J U L Y   2 0 T H P R O V .   1 : 1 - 2 6 

CAUSE (principal to live by) 
 

v. 01 — 
v. 03 — 
v. 05 — 
v. 07 — 
v. 09 — 

EFFECT (blessing by God) 
 

v. 02 — 
v. 04 — 
v. 06 — 
v. 08 — 
v. 10 — 



L O O K I N G   A H E A D Preparation for next week’s study. 

Read: Matthew, Acts 

Saturday Acts 14:23-28 — At last Paul and Barnabas would return to their sending church (Antioch).  I imagine 
their missionary report (v. 27) was very exciting.  Everywhere Paul’s team went they “preached the 
word” (v. 25).  This chapter alone has 8 separate instances of Paul and Barnabas preaching the gospel.  
List several things they did that made this first missionary journey successful.  Hudson Taylor was the 
most widely used missionary in China's history.  During his 51 years of service there, his China Inland 
Mission established 20 mission stations, brought 849 missionaries to the field (968 by 1911), trained 
some 700 Chinese workers, raised $4,000,000 by faith and developed a witnessing Chinese church of 
125,000.  It has been said at least 35,000 were his own converts and that he baptized some 50,000.  His 
gift for inspiring people to give themselves and their possessions to Christ was amazing. 

Friday Acts 14:1-7 — Verse 1 indicates that Paul and Barnabas were doing the will of God (1:8) and many were 
coming to faith in Christ as a result of their ministry.  Yet wherever people are faithfully doing the work of 
God there will be opposition.  How did Paul and Barnabas react to this opposition (v. 3)?  Verse 3 also 
says that God Himself was bearing witness to the message through signs and wonders yet many refused 
to believe.  When James Calvert went out to cannibal Fiji with the message of the gospel, the captain of 
the ship dissuaded him, “You will risk your life and all those with you by going among such savages.”  He 
replied, “We died before we came here.”  His statement needs to be your attitude if you want to be used 
of God. 

Thursday Acts 13:1-16 — This passage describes the commissioning of the first Christian missionaries Paul and 
Barnabas.  Verse 13 opens with John Mark departing from the missionary group and returning to Jerusa-
lem.  Acts 15:37 and 38 tells us that this was not a planned parting but more of an abandonment of the 
work.  Sometimes missionary work can be discouraging.  Adoniram Judson, missionary to Burma, was 
once flung into prison, a lonely, friendless man, at the mercy of his captors.  It seemed a hopeless task to 
which he had set his hand.  He found frustration on every hand.  As he lay in that foul Burmese prison his 
captors jeeringly said, “What about the prospects of Missions now, Judson?”  The swift and unhesitating 
reply was, “They are just as bright as the promises of God.” 

Wednesday Acts 9:10-19 — In Acts 1:8, Jesus told His disciples that they would be His witnesses to the end of the 
earth.  How did Ananias react to his assignment in verses 13 and 14?  His apprehension was understand-
able; in verses 11 and 12, Jesus said nothing about Saul’s conversion yet Ananias obeyed the Lord.  Mis-
sionary David Livingstone said, “I had rather be in the heart of Africa in the will of God than on the throne 
of England out of the will of God.”  As fearful as it can be to leave country, home and family and to travel 
to an unknown, even wild land, one thing is certain:  God will take care of you.  Apprehension (fear) does 
not excuse disobedience. 

Monday Matt. 28:19,20 — Jesus commands all of His children to be involved in making disciples.  God has called 
some to go to faraway lands (“all the nations”) to preach the gospel.  When David Livingstone was a medi-
cal student, he decided that since he had only one life he ought to make the most of it.  He got a map of 
the world and decided that China was the neediest country.  He planned to go as a medical missionary 
until he heard Dr. Robert Moffat of Africa say, “From the hill where I live I can see the smoke of a thou-
sand villages where no Christian has ever gone.”  Livingstone decided to go to Africa instead.  He lived 
with the savage natives, suffered from fever, was separated from his family, and finally died in a hut in 
the wilderness. 

Tuesday Acts 1:8 — Jesus told His disciples that they would receive power and would take the gospel to the ends 
of the earth.  Paul believed he could accomplish this commission in his own life.  You have to admire his 
tenacity and zeal for the Lord.  Hudson Taylor, missionary to China, said there were three other 
“indispensable requirements” for a missionary:  1) Patience 2) Patience 3) Patience. 


