
1. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had determined that the Pentateuch (the 
first five books of the Bible) contained 613 commandments.  Many of these 
leaders knew those and the rest of the Old Testament backwards and for-
wards, yet I Corinthians 8:1 gives us a clue to their primary problem.  What 
was it? 

 
      How can we as believers today get distracted from our calling to love God 

and love others? 
 
 
2.   The “great commandment” or, God’s primary request for His children, is for 

us to love Him.  How can loving God make us better disciple-makers? 
 
 
3.   Verse 39 gives the second great commandment: “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus placed this alongside loving God.  Consider the 
10 Commandments.  How does loving God and loving others fit together? 

 
 
4. As a church we should love our neighbors with the same intensity as we love 

ourselves.  How will this look? 
 
 
5.   Discuss the balance of loving people by giving them what they want and giv-

ing them what they need. 
 
 
6. Pastor cited some observations (not biblical mandates) concerning how peo-

ple respond.  How can these “laws of nature” help us make disciples? 
       
 

       Unity –  (Principle of 70) 
       Fellowship – (Principle of 17) 
       Intimacy – (open vs. closed groups) 
       Competition – People tend to equate more of the same as undesirable. 
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Theme: The Great Commandment 

Friday Loving God also includes loving 
others.  What are some ways that 
you can improve your love for 
others? 

Wednesday Do you stand in awe of (fear) 
God?  Fearing God is not a nega-
tive thing if we do it in response 
to Who He is.  How can we more 
effectively incorporate a biblical 
fear of God into our private life?  
How about into our church body? 

Tuesday How would God describe your 
relationship with Him?  Would 
He call you a tried and true 
friend—someone “after His own 
heart”?  Why or why not? 

 

Thursday Give some personal examples of 
how you show God you love Him 
by your obedience to His Word. 

Saturday “LORD, help us to love You in a 
way that pleases You.  Help us to 
be a real friend as we stand in awe 
of Who You are and what You’ve 
done for us.  May we bring You 
the same joy and pleasure that 
You so graciously and consis-
tently give to us.” 

Do I have more knowledge of 
God than love for Him, or more 
love than knowledge?  How can I 
work on balancing things out? 

Monday 
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